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My children at play over Coolum before the sand anchor dried-out and the trio took off down the beach with John Beattie 
and Niall (80+) riding the anchor. They said they had a wonderful ride! 

Club Postal Address:   Queensland Kite Flyers Society Inc.  

32 Birkin Road, Bellbowrie 4070    

Website: www.qldkiteflyerssociety.com.au

http://www.qldkiteflyerssociety.com.au/


Calendar of Kiting Events and Festivals 

Official Club Events Other Kite Events 

Fly-ins start at Midday and continue to 4pm or later unless otherwise stated. 

January 2010     HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 Sunday 10th Pelican Park Fly-in - Redcliffe, Just over Hornibrook Bridge  
 Sunday 24th Pelican Park Fly-in - Redcliffe, Just over Hornibrook Bridge 
 Sunday 24th Murarrie Recreation Ground, Wynnum Road, Murarrie 
 Sunday 29th Coolum, Stumers Creek Fly-In 

February  2010  

 Sat & Sun 6 & 7th Binalong Bay & Scamander Kite Festival TASMANIA 
 Sat & Sun 13 & 14th DEVONPORT ROTARY CLUB KITE FESTIVAL, TASMANIA 
 Sunday 14th Pelican Park Fly-in - Redcliffe, Just over Hornibrook Bridge  
 Sunday 28nd Pelican Park Fly-in - Redcliffe, Just over Hornibrook Bridge  
 Sunday 28th Murarrie Recreation Ground, Wynnum Road, Murarrie  

 
March  2010  

 Sunday 13th Pelican Park Fly-in - Redcliffe, Just over Hornibrook Bridge  
 Sunday 27th Pelican Park Fly-in - Redcliffe, Just over Hornibrook Bridge  
 Sunday 27th Murarrie Recreation Ground, Wynnum Road, Murarrie        

o                                

                                                              

Alan             Steve H  Russell   Jan            Donna 

2010 Committee 

President: Alan Bayley  3202 5088     mob 0458 550 711      e-mail      president@qldkiteflyerssociety.com.au 

Vice President: Steve Hughes 3261 3967   mob 0416 518 190                   bushranger_2000@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Wŀƴ hΩ[ƻǳƎƘƭƛƴ  4157 7523  mob 0408 875 203                         web@qldkiteflyerssociety.com.au 

Treasurer Russell Hammond  3893 2638   mob 0439 038 057               randchammond@optusnet.com.au 

Secretary: Donna Bayley 3202 5088   mob: 0458 550 705        akitebuggyman@bigpond.com  

²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ Wŀƴ hΩ[ƻǳƎƘƭƛƴ    web@qldkiteflyerssociety.com.au 

Editor GoFly: Alan Bayley 3202 5088  mob 0458 550 711                     akitebuggyman@bigpond.com 

Contributions to the next GoFly can be emailed, phoned (my wife takes shorthand) posted, or delivered at any time 

Area Contacts 

Bundaberg - Graham Tappenden    07 4152 1041                      tappendengs@optusnet.com.au 

Coolum - Noel Mooney   0417 756 076      noel@northshorerealty.com.au 

Mackay - Jim & Daphne Ellis    07 4955 6417                                            ellisjd@mackay.net.au 

Western Districts - Alan Bayley   07 3202 5088  mob 0458 550 711                      akitebuggyman@bigpond.com  

Eastern Districts - David Bawtree   07 3343 4384                        davidbawtree@yahoo.com.au 
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mailto:kitebuggyman@bigpond.com
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Presidentôs Kite 
Shed 

 

 After the massive effort put in at IGA COOLUM KITE 
FESTIVAL 2009 ς Thank you to all members & friends who 
helped. We went to Murarrie the next weekend for the 
Brisbane Kite Festival (the good thing was this year we got 
paid!) We joined with 4 Brisbane Rotary Clubs and put on 

a good show early. The storm clouds built up in the West 
& finally we copped a drenching. Luckily, the people came 
early the only thing left up were my deltas. All the big 
kites came down waterlogged.  

 

Everyone headed for the marquee as the storm pelted 
down 

It took the next week to dry them out. We have just 
received a bonus cheque from the Rotary Clubs for the 
Brisbane Kite Festival.  

Also I had been approached by 5 Uni Students about 
doing a fly day for them , which involved showing them 
how to get big kites up & flying, we did that on the 
Saturday in our local park after Coolum, and then they 
continued the next day at Murarrie, at the Brisbane Kite 

Festival. I am to receive a copy of the movie, I have been 
told won them top marks.  

 

 

My new Delta up in the rain 

On a sad note I received a call from Peter Stauffer (ex-
President AKS) that John Gordon lost his battle with the 
ōƛƎ /Φ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōǎΩ ΨŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ {ȅƳǇŀǘƘȅΩ ǘƻ 
Joan. John was a great bloke to have at Festivals and will 
be sadly missed. 

You will have all received the latest membership renewal 
notice, hopefully renew your membership until June 30

th
 

2011 for the discounted fee. To save the Treasurer the 
extra work. 

Donna & I are still after two weeks battling Pneumonia, 
thanks to a family member. 

We head off to Tasmania early February for the local 
festivals. 

See you at the next fly-in 

Alan  

 

Quote that came to me:-  

Always be yourself, because the people 

that matter don't mind, and the ones 

that mind, don't matter.  Anon. 

 

3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ $ÅÓË 
IŜƭƭƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

I would just like to take this opportunity to wish everyone 
a happy and prosperous New Year. 



 

After the Coolum Kite Festival being absolutely 

phantasmagorical the Brisbane Kite Festival the following 

weekend at Murarrie was a little on the humdrum side 

with north wind gusting quite strongly which did not help 

ς then the rain also added to the chaos/disorganization, 

however, the QKS Club was financially paid for their 

efforts and the QKS members managed to accomplish a 

mediocre affair, because there were no barricades 

erected we were flying right amongst the people.  

On 9 October at Pelican Park a media day was held with 

Channel 10 filming kites which is still to go to air on 

Ψ¢ƻǘŀƭƭȅ ²ƛƭŘΩ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ мл ς so stay tuned!! 

Uni Students plan the movie 

 

Alan was approached by some Uni students doing a thesis 

on movie making and decided to do this on kites. They 

came to Moggill, enjoyed our hospitality after filming in 

the local park and then at the Brisbane  Kite Festival. Alan 

has received an email letting him know they received a 

High Distinction for their efforts and will receive a copy of 

their filming achievements.  

On 29 November the 5
th

 Sunday Fly-in at Coolum an 

Extraordinary General Meeting was held at Stumers 

Creek. ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

year from 1 July to 30 June was passed, unanimously.  

Minutes were taken and a most enjoyable Christmas BBQ 

was held afterwards with Steve Hughes & Cheryl Bromage 

making a very tasty meal for us all. Thank you to you both. 

Bye for now,     

Donna  
 ************************************************ 

The Treasurer  

 - Speaking From the Vault ï 
Greetings and welcome to another edition of Go Fly. 

Well the year has passed us by with great pace and 
we now line up for 2010. 

We have had the Brisbane Kite Festival since our last 
Go Fly (Sunday 11th October).  

It was a successful day considering the rain 
dampened things and the crowd.  

The wind was not very helpful unfortunately but we 
managed in the trying conditions. 

I believe the organisers were happy with the 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΩǎ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō Ǉǳǘ ƻƴΦ 

If we participate, again next year we really need to 
get our flying area barricaded off from the General 
Public. It was very difficult (If not Dangerous) trying 
to fly with people wandering around and under our 
kites. I believe this should be strongly stated to the 
Festival Organisers. As a Kite Club at Festivals (or 
anywhere you fly) safety should be paramount. The 
last thing we want is to injure anybody when Flying 
Kites. 

As most would know we held an Extraordinary 
Meeting at Coolum on 29th November. This was to 
vote on the proposal to change the Club Financial 
Year end from the current December to line up with 



 

Standard End of Financial Year (End of June). This 
has been talked about over a number of years. As 
Alan and Donna are attending, a couple of Festivals 
in Tasmania in February this would have clashed 
with our Usual Annual General Meeting.  

So it was decided to change the Club End of Year to a 
time when it is easier to get most people together. 
The Vote at Coolum came in unanimously to change 
the End of Financial Year. Paperwork has since been 
filled in and sent to Department of Fair Trading to 
enact the change. We are still waiting on 
confirmation from them. 

There was a good turn out by Members for this 
Meeting. 

Many Thanks also must go to Steve and Cheryl. They 
supplied the Meat, Barbie and cooked it all for us. It 
was a great feed. The wind on the day was rather 
strong; I did not even bother to get out any of my 
ƪƛǘŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ōǳǎȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŜƴ !ƭŀƴΩǎ bŜƳƻ 
and Gecko broke free when the sand anchor lost 
hold and was heading off into the bushes. A team 
effort finally got them down safely.  

I managed to have a great Buggy run a few weeks 
prior to Coolum at Murarrie until my old Peter Lynn 
Buggy broke a side frame.  I was lucky, I had just 
started another run when it broke so did not have 
much speed up. Much fun was had while it lasted 
and it was great to be Buggying alongside several 
other Buggiers.  The wind was rather strong and 
gusty and I was getting dragged sideways using a 3.5 
Metre Raptor on most of my buggy runs. Therefore, I 
am now left to fly with my feet firmly on the ground 
until I can either get it fixed or replaced. 

Alan chased up Rotary Club and we have finally been 
given a Cheque   for the QKS attendance at the 2009 
Brisbane Kite Festival. 

We have also just renewed our Club Insurance for 
another year. We renewed the existing Club Policy 
we had. Alan was talking about approaching other 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŘŜŀƭ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ 
but getting everyone together seemed too hard in 
such a short time. So as we come to the end of 2009 
(Not the Financial End) the Club is in a good financial 
position. 

Hope you all had a Great Xmas. 

I wish you all a Safe and Prosperous 2010. 

Enjoy the Power of the Wind. 

Regards  

Russell  

QKS Treasurer 

Big ladybird made by Marie Beattie 

=============================================== 

The Secret Life of Kites and 
Kite Makers, #2 

The Best Kite. 

Right about the time that I had decided to take a tour to 
Woodgate, (West of Childers) just for a look around and 
to spend 3 hours tuning a lifter, a good friend of mine, 
Tim, was having one of the most awesome buggy runs at 
Coonar. He took great delight the next work day 
afterward and showing me his mobile phone movie. 
Grrrr, I was envious of him, but I had my wayward 
purple lifter tuned, and I am glad to have that out of the 
way. 

Coonar is on the Northern side of Elliot Heads, the beach 
is long, mostly dry and is perfect in an Easterly. ItĴs about 
a 9k run or so from the river mouth at Elliot heads to the 
creek, and then the beach continues on southward from 
there to Woodgate. He flew about 50 kĴs up and down ı 
along the Coonar run, having a ball, in the meantime, I 
was up and down the beach pulling down and launching 
my kite numerous times ı tuning the darned thing. 

 What a job it was, I had sewed the beasty up about a year 
ago, it seemed to fly ok, but the proof was in the pudding 
on a clear day. My lifter was a PL pilot, the basic plan is 
readily available online, and there are a few tweaks 
around if you search long enuf for them. 

As for tuning, there are a few good essays online as well, 
some of them are very technical ı and well, while I can 
create and make kites, my eyes tend to glaze over pretty 
quick when it comes to the more technical side of things ı 
same old story ı females and anything slightly resembling 



 

tuning a TV and associated tuning. I just do not have the 
patience for it and it absolutely takes a lot of 
concentration on my part to make it come together.  

I cannot stand it, I rely on the boys to figure it out, but get 
testy when they hog the remote. 

So there you go girls, there is at least something that men 
can do reasonably well. All we need now is a ladies 
remote control that overrides the numerous channel 
changing and perhaps something that ignores tedious 
sporting events. 

Where was I? Ahh yes -  the Manuals, the whys and 
wherefores arenĴt what IĴm after, especially after slaving 
over a cutting board for a week, taking care with the 
weave of the fabric and going to all the trouble to follow 
the instructions and bridling explicitly. 

Murphy strikes again, my PL pilot flew like a dog. 

The Gomberg website came to the rescue, with a sensible 
and easy to follow instructions on how to correct the 
problems without taking 20 qĴs afterwards. Who knows 
what the punters at the Woodgate pub thought of my 
antics, all they could see was a big purple monstrosity 
initially flying all over the sky, to being a nice steady ı to 
them perhaps, one very boring kite, sitting there quite 
nicely. I hope I kept them entertained for the duration ı I 
was very pleased indeed, to watch this monster become 
quite a goody and it was worth the effort and work and to 
just watch the transformation take place with every 
tweak. 

It has made me wonder, is there anything as the perfect 
kite? 

It is as Craig Hansen mentioned last year or so, for some 
reason every now and again, from under the table 
emerges the perfect flying pilot.  

It is obvious that they would not want to part with an 
Angel, but why they occur and going on what he said, 
there is no real apparent reason. Perhaps fair ies play a 
part. 

I havenĴt been fortunate enough yet, to come up with 
something so brilliant and foolproof.  

However, we do all have our favourites; the one that you 
know is just going to do the trick. 

The last occasion that I have seen a pretty good kite, well I 
was told it was one, it wasnĴt mine, so I couldnĴt really 

say. Anyway, it was so good that it decided to go it alone 
after a cut line episode. 

One pink delta, last seen flying all by itself dragging 
around 20-30m of line and flying quite happily across 
sand flats, across a bit of ditch, another sand flat, deeper 
water again, binocs required by now folks ı it is off and 
going for it. (yes it was mine & still not found near Cooroy 
! Ed. Comment) 

Now if only this one could star in an Ever Ready battery 
add ı No bunny ears required on this little one ı last we 
saw ı It was Still Going!! 

Happy New Year to All 

This time of year, we might bemoan the continuing wet 
weather, but it is good to see nice soaking rains again 
after the winter dry.  The happy thrum of lawnmowers 
and whippersnippers is all around, but it is nice to see 
Gardens growing and lil critters all making the most of 
new life. 

Regards 

Jan  

*************************************  

The ball doing un-believable jumps at pelican Park 

fly -in November 

SxĄ£ R~¢}t¢ 
The continuing saga of an ageing kite flyer ς not so 

much the kite flyer these days ς I try to do my bit ς 

but when available would prefer to help with Club 

kites, etc. 

Alan, our esteem President, owns, in his own right, 

thousands of dollars worth of kites, and as he uses 



 

them on each and every fly-in, I feel the Club 

members should assist more in putting the kites up 

and pulling them down. QKS has many Club kites, 

which can be used at any time by members on any 

fly-in day. Remember, the better the spectacle, the 

more we attract the public. 

In the last couple of months, George and I have 

ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƻ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ-ǳǇέ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

next year. 

Coolum ς WOW!! I believe it was the biggest and 

best. Congratulations to the Coolum committee, IGA, 

etc. and all those who made the Festival great. 

Thank you to Alan, who was the co-coordinator for 

kite flyers. Well done to Noel, Gillian, Alan, Donna, 

Rick & Nick Sophois, and all club members who 

helped to make the Festival the best yet. One of our 

younƎŜǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ƘŀŘ ŀ ΨōŀƭƭΩ 

helping us all and thanked us for helping his dad, 

Clinton. 

[ŀǎǘƭȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ 

passing ς L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ WƻƘƴ ϧ WƻŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 

when they visited Coolum. 

I would also like to thank Cheryl & Steve for our great 

Christmas BBQ. 

M ust fly,  D i  

 

David flying his ôHurleyõ at Totally Wildõ filming ð 

(taken with my overhead camera-Ed.) 

 

 

 

We are sure that no matter what your needs in kites 
you will find it here, whether it be kite surfing, kite 
buggies, landboards, stunt kites or stand up paddle 
surfing we have it covered. 
Either shop online or come in to our Brisbane store 
for the best service, advice, and value. 
 Be sure to register on our website and put the 
letters QKS after your name so we can apply your 
club discount to your account. From then on 
whenever you visit the site, you will view the 
discount prices                                                       

Contact Details phone: (07) 32691034 
Email: Info@BrisKites.Com.Au   

Shop Address  Shop 3 /  

462 Beaconsfield Terrace  
Brighton   

www.briskites.com.au  


